Pimecrolimus--a safe and effective local immunomodulator in the treatment of inflammatory skin diseases.
Pimecrolimus (SDZ ASM 981), an ascomycin derivative, as one of the new classes of immunomodulating macrolactams, is specifically effective in the treatment of inflammatory skin diseases. The interest in pimecrolimus is highly important for its significant anti-inflammatory activity, cell-selective inhibition of inflammatory cytokines, immunomodulatory capabilities, and low systemic immunosuppressive potential. The mechanism of action of pimecrolimus is the blockage of T cell activation, blocking signal transduction pathways in T cells, and inhibition of the synthesis of inflammatory cytokines, specifically Th1- and Th2-type cytokines. Several studies have evaluated the effectiveness of pimecrolimus as the treatment of choice for inflammatory skin diseases.